
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNESCO DELEGATION VISITING THE PORT OF VENICE 
 

ONLY A PORT THAT IS THE MILESTONE OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEW 
METROPOLITAN DIMENSION OF THE CITY OF VENICE WILL ALLOW THE CITY 

CENTRE TO BE PRESERVED 
The Port is playing its part, by implementing a strong and alternative economy to tourism alone. 

 
Venice 13 October 2015 - Today a delegation of Unesco World Heritage visited the Port of 
Venice; the delegates first attended a presentation at the Port Authority office and were then 
involved in the visit of some sites and areas that the Port Authority helped preserve, reclaim 
and revamp. 
The objective of the visit was to get a closer look to the contribution that the entire port 
sector gives the city in order to preserve the “Venice Heritage” and accomplish the level 
of sustainability of the development projects under way. 
The VI criterion according to which Venice was included in the UNESCO sites recites that 
Venice is known and has always been recognized as the «Queen of the seas, directly and 
tangibly associated with the history of humankind» thanks to its ability to develop an 
international role in trades and in the sea connection with other markets which generated 
economic and cultural exchange and progress. It is therefore clear that the sea and sailing 
tradition is for Venice one of the strongholds to behold and increase. 
 
 “Venice has always been port” and it is even more so today because its sea-port activities 
allow it to reach two key objectives in order to: 

 directly generate employment and income from port and logistic activities and to 
attract industrial activities to the remodelled port of Marghera. The citizens may also 
transfer such income to the preservation of the city centre; 

 preserve and improve the Venice site across the entire port/sea area such as the 
recovery of the San Basilio-Cruise Terminal waterfront  

 
Just to make a few examples of the importance of the port contribution to the preservation 
and improvement of the “Venice site” a few data may be mentioned: 

 13,560 and 1034 companies working thanks to the port (2014 data), of which 
4,255 employed in the smaller Venetian area  

 from 1987 to date ca. 390 million euros have been invested in over 2000 ha. of 
surface and over 115 ha. have been reclaimed from 1987 to date 

 
The meeting was also useful to unravel the misunderstanding which mixes up cruise 
passengers with tourists. 99% of cruise passengers getting on and off cruise ships in Venice 
are tourists to Greece and Turkey not to Venice with the exception of less than 200,000 
passengers per year out of 2 million cruise passengers. 
 



With reference to the projects of an alternative route to S. Marco and Giudecca for cruise 
ships, APV has explained to the Delegation the sustainability of the TresseEst Vittorio 
Emanuele solution and the impracticability of the Lido outlet solution. 
 

Venice is both “civitas” (the amalgam of its inhabitants) and “urbs” (the shape that it has 
taken through the years through a built environment), and the combination of these two – 
often contradictory – aspects should result in a balance which should allow Venice (the 
cultural Heritage but also its citizens) to grow and prosper.  
 
If urbs is the “Venice city centre” and the “Venice lagoon” is protected by the Unesco Sits we 
should not forget that it is also necessary to preserve all those activities that on the 
contrary feed and bring to life “civitas” i.e. the “functional Venice” made up of citizens, 
of life-work and life-services relationships which risks disappearing with their centuries-
old traditions and uniqueness. 
 
Only the development of a new metropolitan dimension, that incorporates the production 
activities of the mainland, the companies, the port and industrial activities, the new 
neighbourhoods and their citizens, may contribute to preserve the city centre, that all the 
international institutions rush to protect from a cultural or environmental point of view alone.  
 
Only with the reconstruction of a “true city” (made up of urbs and civitas together) that is 
able to be a new global leader, will Venice (in its entirety) be proudly able to take its 
historic job of preserving the cultural Heritage Venice for future generations. 
 
It is therefore necessary to build a new economic foundation, not just based on tourism, 
which will give the necessary strength, autonomy and independence to the land to find 
the strength to take back the “Venice Heritage”, fully experiencing it, preserving its artistic 
role and millennial traditions, without being enslaved by it. 
 
 

WORKS DESCRIPTION €  M 

WATERFRONT  
AND 
INFRASTRUCTURES 
in the city centre  

 Preservation; 

€ 125.5 

 Demolition of precarious buildings; 

 Structural and functional restorations; 

 Maintenance of port areas and road infrastructures  

 Safety implementation works 

 Infrastructural works  

RECLAMATION 

 Environmental cleaning, basic reclamations;  

€ 105.5q  Asbestos reclamation; 

 Cleaning of harmful and harmless waste; 

 Environmental separators between soil and lagoon water; 

CANALS 
RECLAMATION 
(since 2004) 

 Excavation of contaminated sediment  
€ 150 

 Storage of contaminated sediment 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SAFETY  
in the city centre 

 Studies, monitoring and research 

€ 5q  Planning, characterization and environmental certifications 

 Management of rain water and waste water 

 

 
TOTAL   € 386q 

 


