
 
 

THE EUROPEAN UNION EARMARKS 9.7 MILLION EUROS TO CO-FINANCE  
THE TECHNOLOGICAL HUB OF THE VENICE OFFSHORE PORT 

 
UNDER THE PROJECT POSEIDON MED II THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE  

FIRST “MAMA VESSEL” PROTOTYPE BEGINS 
 

 
Venice 24 July 2015 – The European Union has earmarked a co-financing of 9.7 million € to the Port of 
Venice (and Rimorchiatori Riuniti Panfido) to build the first Mama Vessel prototypes, the innovative semi-
submergible vessels designed by BMT Titron (England) which will connect the offshore port to the onshore 
terminals (Marghera, Chioggia, Porto Levante and Mantua).  
 
The construction of the prototype is part of the Poseidon Med II project, approved under the 2014 call for 
tenders of the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) for Transports, with a total budget of 53.2 million euros.  
 
In particular the European aid will cover final design and the construction of the boat prototype (Mama 
Vessel or, technically, Semi Submergible Barge Transporter) with highly innovative features. The English 
company BMT-Titron has designed its vessel with special attention to the care for eco-friendly aspects, 
resulting in the design of a low wash hull form minimising wave impact and an LNG-diesel dual-fuel 
propelling system which ensures low CO2 emission levels and energy saving, in line with the latest EU 
recommendations and directives and with a draft in operation of 4.4 metres, also compatible with the 
lagoon setting. 
 
The final design is planned for September 2016 and the construction of the first vessel by July 2017 (trial 
end is December 2017). 
 
Through the granted aid the European Union recognizes and supports the technological heart of the project 
of the offshore platform of the port of Venice and gives rise to a unique innovation in its kind which will be 
the turning point for the sustainability of the entire offshore-onshore system.  
Combined with the floating “cassettes” (special loading pontoons carrying up to 384 containers each), they  
allow for the creation of a sort of “continuous conveyor belt” between the offshore terminal and the 
several onshore terminals (and vice-versa) reducing down time during container loading and unloading 
activities, drastically cutting travel time, operating costs, consumption and emissions. 
 
It is a boat that, due to its technical features, was designed for application in other European ports with 
limited draft and for internal navigation of port areas representing a new mode of “container transport”. 
 
“Due to these characteristics” states Paolo Costa, president of the Venice Port Authority, “Mama Vessels 
represent a combination of the best European technology and engineering that will inevitably lead to an 
increase in the process quality and the European shipbuilding sector competitiveness. It is on the basis of 
such elements that the European Commission gave the green light to our proposal, also thanks to the 
support of the Italian Ministry of Transports, recognizing both the highly innovative character of the vessel 
and its LNG drive system and the positive impact that the boat may have on sea transports”. 
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