
access for larger container ships; by 
October 12th the draft will be down to 
-11.60m. Cleanup operations also continue 
to reclaim land lost to the chemical 
industry, while the addition of new 
terminals linking to the ro-ro service 
at Fusina will combine touristic and 
commercial activities.

Another project has just been granted 
TEN-T financial support to study 
the possibility for a public-private 
partnership. This is for a proposed offshore 
terminal outside the lagoon area, to allow 
vessels which require an even deeper draft 
to put in at Venice. The terminal will be 
located 8 miles off the Malamocco port 
mouth where the seabed has a natural 
depth of 20m, attracting oil, bulk, and 
container traffic. Pipelines will link the 
platform to the shore so that oil tankers 
can remain outside the lagoon.

Costa also made clear in his speech to 
assembled press and dignitaries that this is 
only the first phase of the railway project. 
“This area is growing and bringing 
development... This is the first phase, but 
the site is not yet employed as it could be. 
The Port of Venice could reach 25-30% rail 
freight: this would be a distinctive sign 
that the port is becoming all the more 
competitive on an international level.

“The second phase will be another 
rail park, which is currently under 
consideration. We received important 
contributions from the European 
community for the first part of the project, 
and I am confident that we will once 
again have European financial support.” 

Past history bears out Costa’s claim - the 
rail yard expansion was the first project 

to be approved for funding back in 2007, 
but at this point 8 projects within the Port 
area have received some level of European 
financing. This includes €10 million for 
an expansion of the motorway network, 
making transportation of goods by road 
more convenient and reliable.

Further to this second phase, new rail lines 
will be laid in the region and also within 
the port to improve connections to local 
heavy industry and increase the efficiency 
of internal handling.

Costa also believes that infrastructure 
projects such as the rail yard expansion 
will prove to be an asset to Italian industry 
in the future, ensuring a continued 
growth in exports to new trading 
partners. “Previously our industries were 
exporting mainly to Germany, but now 
that Europe is not growing as fast we have 
to find new markets. The new markets are 
in the (geographically relevant) emerging 
economies - for us this means India, China 
and even South Africa. Whenever a ship 
has to go through the Suez Canal, Venice is 
the best destination in Europe.”

www.port.venice.it/en
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Multimodal Venice - between land and sea

The SoNorA Project
The Venice Port Authority is a 
partner in SoNorA (South-North 
Axis), a transnational cooperation 
project financed within the Central 
Europe Programme to investigate 
new innovative EU scenarios through 
a multi-disciplinary bottom-up 
approach. The project has been led 
by Veneto Region as one of the most 
advanced socio-economic contexts 
in Europe, which is also crossed by 
relevant transnational axes. SoNorA 
addresses many critical challenges 
and opportunities: 

• A South-North connection 
between the Baltic and Adriatic 
seas to link Scandinavia with the 
Mediterranean (TEN-T revision)
• An East-West gateway to enhance 
growing trade with the Far East. 
• An environmentally sustainable 
transport network providing 
co-modality opportunities with the 
most appropriate routing option. 

The SoNorA approach involves 
the integration of macroscopic, 
transnational level analysis through 
specific focuses and case studies, in 
order to exploit the full potential 
of the multimodal network, 
transnational level coordination 
mechanisms, stakeholders 
consensus building processes 
and environmental and financial 
sustainability.
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