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Where did It Start? 
All this started on April 26, 1956 when a crane lifted 58 aluminum truck bodies 
aboard an aging tanker ship moored in Newark, New Jersey. Five days later, S/S 
Ideal-X sailed into Houston, where 58 trucks waited to take the metal boxes 
and haul them to their destinations.  
 
hƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ фΣ мфрфΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ-built container crane went into 
operation in Alameda terminal, San Francisco Bay. It was capable of loading one 
20-ton box every three minutes. At this rate the terminal could handle 400 tons 
per hour, more than 40 times the average productivity of the traditional way of 
loading by using shipboard winches.  
 

T2 tanker that was the 
base for Ideal-X 
conversion to a 
containership 



Ships 



19.4.2013 4 

Tomorrowôs Ports 



Ship to Shore Cranes 

Todayôs Equipment 

Rubber Tyres  

Gantry Cranes 

Automated Stacking Cranes 

Straddle 

and 

Shuttle 

carriers 
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ÅThe flow will change 

ÅBigger corridors 

ÅRegional  hubs 

 

ÅLower costs, even if 

the overall price tag 

grows! 



Automation ï The Way Forward! 
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Automation projects for sea ports are picking up, average annual total market is about 3-

6 new projects in visible time frame to 2013é2020.   


