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BRUXSSELS, EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ITS NAPA EVENT 

The North Adriatic Ports: “Growing together as to become a European 

maritime gateway”. 

                                                                                                 

Brussels, November 25th 2013 – Today and tomorrow, it will take place in Brussels, at the 

EU Parliament and at the Veneto Region local headquarter, the final event of the ITS NAPA 

project. The two-day conference has been organized by the NAPA (North Adriatic Port 

Association) in cooperation with the Brussels branch of the Veneto Region and the 

European Parliament, thanks to the support of Mr. Antonio Cancian (Member of the 

European Parliament). 

 

The ITS NAPA project is worth 1,4 mln. euro and it is co-financed at 50% by the 

European TEN-T programme. It has allowed the harmonization of the Intelligent 

Transport Systems (ITS) of the 5 ports involved (Venezia, Trieste, Ravenna, Luka Koper and 

Rijeka), through a IT common platform prototype that offers to shipping operators an 

integrated tool to handle their import/export services; this is a practical example of 

immaterial infrastructure used and managed by logistic nodes, as whished by the European 

Union.  

 

Today’s event (scheduled at 06.00 pm at the EU Parliament – room JAN 6 Q1) focuses on 

“the role of the north Adriatic ports in the framework of the EU port policy” and counts 

among the speakers, Mr. Brian Simpson (Chairman of the TRAN Commission of the EU 

Parliament), Mr. Dimitrios Theologitis (Head of Unit “Ports and Inland Navigation”, DG 

MOVE – EU Commission), Mr. Paolo Costa (running President of NAPA and President of 

the Venice Port Authority), Mr. Antonio Cancian (Member of the EU Parliament) as well as 

representatives of all the NAPA ports. 

 

The second event (scheduled on November 26th at 09.00 am at the Regione Veneto 

headquarter in Brussels – Avenue Tervuren, 67) will be a technical meeting meant at 

explaining the results achieved by the ITS Adriatic Multiport Gateway project as well as 

the analysis of the further development of the Motorways of the Sea within the new 

transport network drawn by the European Union.         

 

Paolo Costa, running President of NAPA and President of the Venice Port Authority has 

declared: “The approval of the EU TEN-T regulations last week in Strasburg that enacts the 

North Adriatic as maritime root of two of the nine EU core corridors and the preliminary 
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announcement by the P3 network (the alliance between the three world most important 

container companies) of the inclusion of the ports of Trieste, Koper and Rijeka in their Far 

east-Europe services, confirm that the NAPA strategies are bearing fruits, even though the P3 

services will take advantage of only half of the whole north Adriatic range of ports. The 

inclusion of the north Adriatic ports among the ports of call of an important player, such as 

the P3 network is, confirms the interest of the big shipping companies in the Adriatic. It is up 

to us now, to accomplish all the infrastructural interventions needed to accommodate, also 

on the west side of the north Adriatic, the vessels coming from the far east. 

 

Antonio Cancian, (Member of the EU Parliament) has declared: “As to do a good job and to 

achieve relevant results in Europe, it is essential that the north Adriatic speaks as a single 

voice. In this perspective, the NAPA has been a very forward-looking initiative. There is 

however an urgent need of more concreteness, as to allow the NAPA to speak on behalf of all 

the north Adriatic ports through the realization of agreements and the definition of common 

strategies. It is essential that these initiatives take place in a short term as to avoid the risk of 

getting late. Indeed, the new EU TEN-T financial planning that is expected to start next 

January 01st 2014, has been approved this week. New economically, environmentally and 

socially sustainable projects fitting with the EU common strategy have to be presented as 

soon as possible not to miss important opportunities. I think that the NAPA idea is very good, 

but I am afraid of delays and dilated agreements. Today we need to make a quantum leap 

and the today’s event is meant to speed up the process in this direction”.  

 

 


