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74% of modal contribution to the foreign trade is due to the European 
maritime sector (in tons)  
 

211 K  companies engaged in the maritime sector in Italy 
 

We all agree that finding the resources for financing the transport 
infrastructures is a truly complex theme, especially under the present 
general downturn of the economy which is reflected on the transport 
performance, producing inflections in all sectors: in Italy the only 
positive indicator at the end of  2013 will be the exports 
 

In 2020, the economy of the sea   will  induce that freight traffic flows 
handled in the Mediterranean  area will rise to 200 million tons. 
 

Italy represents the main cruise market in terms of contribution to the 
economy:  4.5 billion of Euro in 2012 (Ports of Civitavecchia, Venezia, 
Livorno and Genova) 
 

The maritime sector is affected by the phenomenon of gigantism of 
the ships, reducing unit costs and favoring economies of scale  

but it implies that a continuous upgrading of the technical standards 
of port infrastructures is strictly necessary. 

The economy of the sea 
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1.5 mln  TEUs  are coming from Asia to Italy via North of Europe,   

440 thousand through intermodal services of  Northern Range ports: 
this means lack of accessibility of our ports. 

Maritime traffic is intended to increase  due to the economic growth 
of the countries of the South and the East  shores (i.e. Turkey and 
Morocco) 

Investments  in port infrastructure s are rising rapidly : 

• expected growth rate of GDP of Morocco between 2013 and 2018: +4.9 % 

• 7.2 mln TEUs handled in Turkey in 2012 

• + 4.2% average growth rate of GDP expected between 2013 and 2018 in Turkey 

•+27% increase in transhipment  of the port of Piraeus in 2012 

• 21.7% of the  the cruise world  supply  is in the Mediterranean area 

 

Intermodal corridors represent a necessary condition in order to gain 
competitive positions and expand the catchment area of ports. 
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The economy of the sea 
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Multimodal corridors allow to introduce goods over long 
distances coming  from the ports or hinterland platforms, 
amplifying the action area of the ports of Northern Italy towards 
the Centre and East Europe. 

It’s important to stress the key  performance indicator of the 
Time to Market: we need to accelerate our decisions. 

 
Transhipment increases thanks to the intra-med routes  growth: 
the geographic position of Italy is therefore strategic. 

  

 
Not only port infrastructures but links between networks and 
ports and links between ports and hinterland infrastructures. 
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The economy of the sea 
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Environmental performance and alternative fuels 

The enhancement of maritime navigation in the Mediterranean 
Sea also calls for a uniform application of the regulations on 
clean fuel,   both for environmental sustainability as well as to 
avoid that the application of uneven standards  and thresholds 
of pollutant may result in the distortion of the market 
competition 
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The economy of the sea 



       

Ministero delle Infrastrutture e dei Trasporti  

 

7 

The economy of the sea 

North Adriatic and North Tyrrhenian clusters of ports increased 
their catchment area respectively of 65% and 12% from 2005 
and 2012 

Coopetition = cooperation + competition 

 

NAPA  intuition was that cooperation among different ports 
does not produce loss of own autonomy or identity but creates  
a structured collaboration among ports in the diversity of the  
objectives 
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The Commission initiated a broad review process of the trans-
European transport network policy (TEN-T) since 2009 with the 
Green Paper,  issued in February 2009, entitled: “A policy review 
– Towards a better integrated trans-European transport network 
at the service of the common transport policy”, with the 
objective to: 

 
 

achieve effective integration of transport systems in a 
unique European transport system and thus to 
encourage, through the free movement of people and 
goods, the achievement of the single market as a 
prerequisite for economic growth and competitiveness. 

The TEN-T revision process 
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The new proposals for regulations of the trans-European transport 
networks, issued by the European Commission on 19/10/2012 are: 
- COM (2011) 650 – the TEN-T Guidelines  
- COM (2011) 665 -  the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 
 They refer  respectively to the technical standards of the networks and 
to the financial mechanism for identifying the network financing 
instruments (grants, bonds, loans..); they represent the ending point of 
the negotiations which continued throughout 2010 and part of 2011 
between the EU Member States and the  European Union. 

 

 In the last week the European Parliament voted favorably in Plenary 
on agreements reached in negotiations with the Commission and 
Council on the Trans-European Transport Network Policy and the 
Connecting Europe Facility, for the years 2014-2020. The Council will 
formally approve the European Parliament’s position in the next 
weeks. 
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The TEN-T revision process 
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• The new network is based on a dual layer approach: a Core 
transport network with the backbone constituted of  9 
multimodal Corridors meant to connect the Union and a 
Comprehensive network, meant to support social cohesion al 
national level. 

• The resources made available by the Connecting Europe 
Facility are approximately  26 billion euro including 11 billion 
from Cohesion Funds (in current prices) and they will be 
mainly concentrated on the 9 selected Priority Corridors. 

• An important role may be also  played by the Financial 
institutions, EIB in first place, in providing long terms loans. 

• In particular cases, where an adequate Internal Return Rate 
can be envisaged, special purpose vehicles can be put in place 
in order to issue project bonds and draw private capitals. 

The TEN-T revision process 
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• Italy has gained  some experience in this field in motorways 
and airport concessions and we are ready to exchange our 
best practices. 

  

The TEN-T revision process 
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The revision of the  Italian transport system began with the 
reconfirmation of the TEN-T Priority Projects, as defined in 2004 
and currently in progress, the ERTMS corridors and "rail freight 
corridors (RFC)" approved in 2010. 

 
The effort was aimed at ensuring the completion of projects that 
achieve the overcoming of the border crossings along the axes 
of cross-border links with France, Austria and Slovenia. 

 
With reference to the territorial and national productive system, 
attention is paid to solve one of the main critical points of the 
Italian system, represented by the insufficient development of 
multi-modal connections to ports and hinterland platforms. 
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The TEN-T revision process 



This new scenario of transport infrastructures at European level 
will lead to a whole new definition that overcomes the current 
articulation in "priority projects". 
 
The  innovative intuition, compared to the 2007-2013 period, is 
represented by the transition from the single "project“ to the 
concept of "network". 
 
The change in perspective is political, even before that  technical. 
 
Compared to a sum of  the prevailing transport infrastructures 
built by pursuing national goals, the turning point desired by the 
European Commission and supported by Italy, goes in the 
direction of a network system divided into two levels described 
above, where the common element is the recognized European 
interest associated with each level (layer) of the network. 

       

Ministero delle Infrastrutture e dei Trasporti  

 

13 

The TEN-T revision process 
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It was a significant decision to give life to an instrument for the 
coordinated implementation of the core network, represented 
by 9 corridors, whose starting and ending points not by chance 
are located in seaports . 
 
These corridors are tools to facilitate the coordinated 
implementation of the core network focusing on modal 
integration, interoperability, and coordinated development of 
cross-border infrastructures. They include the urban nodes, 
seaports, airports and their accesses. 
 
They have to involve at least two Member States and include al 
least three modes of transport, including where appropriate, the 
Motorways of the Sea. 
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The TEN-T revision process 
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The TEN-T revision process 
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• The Scandinavian -Mediterranean  stretches over 1500 km from North to 
South in our country and the 70% of the length is equipped with a high-
speed rail line that runs from the border with Austria, where we are 
building the Brenner tunnel - the longest railway tunnel in the Alps - to 
Sicily. 

• We started the first batch of Rhine-Alpine Corridor that connects the 
Mediterranean Sea to the North Sea: the corridor starts from one of the 
most important seaport, Genova, which we are creating a new path from, 
to link the Po Valley, the heart industry of the country, with the North - 
Central Europe. 

• the Baltic-Adriatic Corridor, along which our railway line is modernized 
and efficient and allows us to connect the Baltic ports to the countries of 
Eastern Europe. 

• The Mediterranean Corridor which cuts across the Northern part of Italy 
from West side to the East one, including two relevant cross-border 
project  with France and Slovenia. 

The TEN-T revision process 
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The approach for the implementation of this plan has been 
properly broken down on a double time-horizon: 
 
by 2030: Member States  shall take the appropriate measures 
for the development of the core network (art. 44)  
 
by 2050: Member States  shall make all possible efforts with the 
aim to complete the comprehensive network (art.9) 
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The TEN-T revision process 
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Italian Core network 
Urban node of the Italian Core network are 9 and namely: Roma, Bologna, Cagliari, 
Genova, Milano, Napoli, Torino, Venezia, Palermo. 
 
Seaports of the Italian Core network are 14 and namely: : Ancona, Augusta, Bari, 
Cagliari, Genova, Gioia Tauro, La Spezia, Livorno, Napoli, Palermo, Ravenna, 
Taranto, Trieste, Venezia. 
 
Inland ports of the Italian Core network are 5 and namely: Cremona, Mantova, 
Ravenna, Trieste e Venezia. 
 
Airports of the Italian Core network are 11 and namely: Milano-Linate, Milano-
Malpensa, Roma-Fiumicino, Bergamo – Orio al Serio, Bologna – Borgo Panigale, 
Cagliari – Elmas, Genova – Sestri,  Napoli – Capodichino, Palermo – Punta Raisi, 
Torino – Caselle, Venezia – Tessera. 
 
Rail-Road Terminals of the Italian Core network are 15 and namely: Jesi (Ancona), 
Marcianise (Napoli), Nola , Bologna, Carvignano, Pomezia nodo di Roma, Vado 
(Genova), Milano Smistamento, Novara, Orbassano (Torino), Bari, Prato (Firenze), 
Guasticce (Livorno), Padova, Verona. 
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The TEN-T revision process: Italian networks 



RETI TEN-T 

Ministero delle Infrastrutture e dei Trasporti  

 

19 

The TEN-T revision process: Italian networks 
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The TEN-T revision process: Italian networks 
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The actual design of the TEN-T networks has the lack of reference to 
local characteristics and socio-economic development as well as the 
opportunities of our country, represented by the growth of trade 
involving the entire Mediterranean area, the countries of Eastern 
Europe and Northern Africa. 

More attention should have been paid to relations with neighboring 
countries, the development of cohesion policy and the elimination of 
"bottlenecks" through an integrated network at European level. 

 
Therefore, the Union decided to support projects of common interest 
in order to connect the infrastructure network of neighbouring 
countries to the TEN-T in order to enhance economic growth and 
competitiveness, ensure seamless traffic flows, improve border 
surveillance, promote and facilitate Motorways of the Sea (Art. 8). 

21 

Motorways of the Sea 
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Moreover, a crucial objective to be met is the proposed extension of 
the TEN-T corridors towards the Mediterranean applying the methods 
and criteria used to define the Core and Comprehensive Networks for 
the Euromed partner countries, in particular to identify the core ports 
and extend to them the project TEN-T Motorways of the Sea. 
 

We particularly endorse the principle that the Trans-Mediterranean 
Network  be developed in connection to the Trans-European Network 
(TEN-T) and  recommend the continuation of the role of the Union of 
the Mediterranean of  catalyst of Trans-Mediterranean projects, with  
the objective of stirring  the research of venture capitals from  private 
enterprises,  donors, financial institutions as well as  from public 
national budgets. 

 To this aim, Italy welcomes the initiative to organize a conference 
involving all potential financial partners, and offers its availability to 
host such event  during the Italian presidency of the EU. 
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Motorways of the Sea 
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Italy ranks third in Europe for volume of goods by sea, in this context, 
we must act to catch the opportunities of the Mediterranean, which 
is still the most important route between the Far East and the 
Americas, geopolitical area in which our country traditionally look with 
great interest. 

 

Also, the new port policy has the aim to improve port operations and 
connections for 319 major seaports along the European coasts. The 
proposed legislative act is focused on modernization of  infrastructure 
and services. 
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Motorways of the Sea provide an alternative and often  a 
complementary  solution to road transport limiting  the congestion of 
the roads and getting  the actual benefits on the externalities 
generated by traffic  including in accident prevention and reduction of 
environmental pollution.  

According to the review process, the future Motorways of the Sea 
should provide links between priority ports , including core port and 
comprehensive ports or between ports of the EU and third countries. 
 

During all the negotiations  we supported strongly the Motorways of 
the Sea concept : this  transport mode is important for ports , often  
medium size ports , which are distribute along the shores and  have 
already have an excellent transport service Ro-Ro. 

 Activities as optimization of process, procedures, ICT platforms and 
information system are eligible to attract  European funds. 
 

Percentage of TEN-T funding: 30% 

MoS included into the horizontal priorities of CEF 
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Motorways of the Sea 
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Motorways of the Sea projects promoted by Italy and funded under the TEN-T 
Programme 2007-2013 attracted European contribution for 110 mln Euro,  the total 
projects amounts was  € 253 mln Euro .  

There were project aimed at: 

• the development of training on maritime infrastructure and the Motorways of the Sea 
(TRAINMOS) 

• the development of a pilot study for the implementation of the Motorways of the Sea 
(COSTA) 

• creating a “Single Window” online platform in the maritime sector (MIELE, MONALISA 
2.0) 

• the development of integrated electronic systems to facilitate maritime transport (ANNA) 

• creating a port communities system (PCS) for data exchange (ITS ADRIATIC MULTI-PORT 
GATEWAY, BtoMOS) 

• providing analysis for propulsion systems / supply with liquefied natural gas (LNG 
Masterplan)  

• the development of an electronic platform for the exchange of data between ports and 
hinterland and cooperation between ports and intermodal nodes ( MOS 24 ICT, 
MOS4MOS,  ADRIATIC GATEWAY, WIDERMOS) 

• improving the integrated shipping services with the supply chain (ADRIAMOS) 

Motorways of the Sea 
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TEN-T 2013 amended Annual Work programme 

 

• Total budget: €70 million 
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TEN-T 2013 amended  Multi-annual work programme (MAP) 

• Total indicative budget: €280 million  

• Priority 2: Promote innovation and new technologies 
contributing to decarbonisation or the reduction of external 
costs in general(Clean Power for Transport, use of alternative 
fuels and propulsione replacing, ICT infrastructures- € 50 
million 

Motorways of the Sea (MoS) - €80 million 

Ten-T call 2013 
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Motorways of the Sea (MoS)projects having the 
objectives of: 

–  General Sustainability and Safety 

– Contribute to “Climate Change” solutions  

– Strengthen Cohesion 

– Improve existing or establish new maritime links 

– Improve Maritime Transport integration in the global logistic chain 
and in the TEN-T Corridors in particular 

– Improve transhipment and hinterland connections in Ports 

– Multimodal connections – priority for the integration of Inland 
Navigation and Rail 

– Fostering the deployment of new technologies and systems 
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MoS  Call Key Priorities 

– Emmission Reductions and LNG deployment:  

– E.g. meeting SECA requirements, developing Infrastructure and 
Standards, Pilot tests for shore based installations,  bunkering and ship 
equipment, Master plan for investment and deployment, alternative 
technical and fuelling solutions, etc 

– SINGLE WINDOW: e.g. Reporting Directive, Standards, Institutional 
requirements, Industrial requirements 

– MoS and Hinterland Corridor Integration: e.g. Governance, joint 
ventures, common indicators. 

– Safety and Traffic management 

– Efficient Maritime Links: to increase sustainability and competitiveness 

– Improved Shipping Environmental solutions: Technical and retrofitting 
solutions for optimal ship performance 
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Ten-T call 2013 



 

 

 

Thank you  

For Your attention! 
 

 

 

Federica Polce 
 

 

Dipartimento per le infrastrutture, gli affari generali e il personale 
DG per lo sviluppo del territorio, la programmazione e i progetti internazionali 

Divisione IV - Reti e corridoi trans europei 
Tel. +39 (0)6 44124273 Fax +39 (0)6 44125389 Mob. +39 338 6834730 

 federica.polce@mit.gov.it   ww.mit.gov.it 
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